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CHANGE CANS 

You CAN make a Difference! 

Please turn in your Agape 

collection cans by next 

Sunday, December 18.   

Thank you to those 

who participated in this 

fundraising activity 

for Agape Villages! 
 

++++++++++++++++ 
 

TITUS 3:14 MINISTRY 
 

We have recently been given the 
names of more students to serve 
through our ministry.  As a result, we 
need to replenish our supply of gift 
cards to have on hand.  If you would 
like to help us be prepared to meet 
these needs, please bring VISA gift 
cards and give them to John or 
office staff.  We could also use more 
people to be shoppers! 

 

++++++++++++++++ 
 

WEBSITE INFORMATION 
 



 
 

VISUABLES - Sweet Gift 
[Adapted from a story of unknown origin] 

 

At the turn of the 20th century, a certain farmer owned land that was a 
far distance from the big city.  He would only go there if absolutely 
necessary.  He disliked the crowds and the rude manner in which 
people treated each other.  The busyness of the streets often made his 
horse nervous as it pulled the buckboard wagon.  But, it was the only 
way to do certain commerce and carry out any legal obligations.  
 

It came time to head to the city again.  The farmer’s son was 10 years 
old and the man decided it was time to introduce the boy to the world 
outside the farm.  Both of them boarded the buckboard with a nice 
lunch basket prepared by the mother and younger sister.  Mother was 
unusually nervous so the boy felt compelled to reassure her that he was 
old enough to look after himself even in the big city.  Father nodded 
with pride at his son’s statement and signaled the horse to set out. 
 

The boy’s eyes opened wide in the city.  From one official building to 
the next he kept close to his father just as he was commanded.  With all 
paperwork properly completed the farmer notified his son that their last 
stop would be the mercantile.  Mother needed a number of items and 
Father had a short list of things needed to repair some equipment.  The 
boy was given permission to look around the store on his own.  As he 
did so, the owner eyed him carefully since young boys were prone to 
slip things into their pockets.  In short time, the  proprietor began to be 
impressed with this young man.  The future farmer was careful as he 
investigated things he had never seen.  His curiosity about what he was 
looking at caused him to ask questions yet he did so in an exceptionally 
polite manner. 
 

As Father completed his transaction, his son stood nearby sensing it 
was time to leave.  The merchant said to the farmer, “Sir, I have seen 
countless boys and girls walk through my store.  I believe your son 
may be the best behaved boy I have ever seen.”  The farmer replied, 
“Thank you, Sir. He is indeed turning out to be a fine young man.”  
The storekeeper then asked, “Would it be all right if I allowed your son 
to take some candy, free of charge?”  The father nodded his approval 
so the merchant turned around and grabbed a large glass container 
filled with colorful candies.  He removed the lid and said, “Son, do you  

 

SCHEDULED TO SERVE 
 

Open/Close/Organizer this week: 
Matt Rickard, 968-4628 

This Morning 
 

Greeters   Doug and 

  Staci Isaac 
 

Song Leader Tim Davis  
 

Opening Prayer Orval Welch 
 

Lord’s Supper Sam Flippins 

  David Jigour 

  Steve Tucker 

  Chuck Bergendahl 

  Chad Nelson 

  Adam Enos  

  Kenneth Rickard 
 

Attended Nursery - Katie Cook  

Children’s Bible Hour - Joe Tapley 
 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Open/Close/Organizer next week: 

August Spradling, 595-2256 
 

Next Sunday Morning 
 

Greeters   Orval and 

  Diane Welch   
 

Song Leader Stan Gustafson  
 

Opening Prayer Bob Fletcher 
 

Lord’s Supper David Jigour 

  Jim Madsen 

  Doug Isaac 

  Kelan Blewitt 

  Rod DeLaney 

  Steve Mayfield  

  Derek Gustafson 
   

Attended Nursery - Sherrill Farnstrom  

Children’s Bible Hour - David Jigour 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 

Month of December 
 

Scripture Reader - Caleb Fletcher 
 

Prepare Communion - Linda Tucker 
 

Women’s Group Leader:   
Barbara Gustafson 

 

PRAYER AND ENCOURAGEMENT NEEDS 
 

Destiny Alvarado requested prayers for her grandmother, Bertha 
Perea, who is having heart failure; her niece, Toni Martinez, who 
has been having seizures and bleeding was found in her brain; and 
her father, Carlos Perea, who is having a difficult time with all of 
this.  Austin Segars was back in the hospital this past week with a 
serious infection.  At press time, plans were being made to continue 
his treatment at  home.  Lucille Hampton is now at home.  
Dorene Borras had shoulder replacement surgery on Tuesday.  She 
is now at home and is facing a long and painful recovery.  Verna 
Davidson DeLaney was still in the hospital at press time.  Her 
doctors were considering transferring her to a nursing facility. 
Linda Nelson’s sister, Patsy, was in the hospital this past week.  
Charlotte Amburn went through knee surgery just fine and should 
be home by now.  Her daughter, Shay, is here to help take care of 
her and Willie Ellis.  Martha Gomez asked for prayers for Javier 
Zavala and his family.  He has colon cancer.  Duane Jenkins 
is now residing at St. Francis Assisted Care.  The family requests 
no visitors at this time.  Gina Sargis, a guest last week, had several 
prayer requests:  healing for her Aunt Shell, Kayla, Nino to stay 
healthy, anger to stay away from her home, and Brandon to heal.  
Richard and Carol Maxfield will be spending the holidays 
with their family.  Stan and Barbara Gustafson will be travelling 
for the next couple of weeks.  Esther Farnstrom’s brother, Howard 
Langford, completed his chemotherapy treatments and is now 
tumor free.  Thank you for your prayers!  Rella Crawford gives 
thanks to God for celebrating 42 years of being cancer free! 
 

CONTINUE TO REMEMBER  
The Lazaro family, Pearl Graves, Eleanor Enos, Esteban Andrade, 

Cassie Hoover, , Roland and Edie Ferrari, Irene Heard,  Brenda 
Sisemore, Anita Hunter, Brian Blair, and Lloyd and Karen Ames.  

+++++++++++++++++++++ 

MISSING ITEMS 
One of our loaner wheelchairs is missing as well as a DVD called 
“Children’s Bible, Volume 1” that we use in the Attended Nursery class.  
Please return them as soon as possible!  A reminder...let office 
staff or deacons know before removing anything from the building.   

 

Week of December 4, 2016     Weekly Budget         $ 4,999 
   Attendance -      Contribution         $ 6,166 
      Sunday Morning Bible Class      94     YTD Below Budget    - $22,030 
      Sunday Morning Worship        179  New Families - 10 
      Sunday Night Together                52         Responses/Prayer Requests - 5 
      Wednesday Bible Class             43 Baptisms - 5 Continued—>>> 



<<<—–Continued 
 

have any siblings?”  “Yes sir. I have a sister.” the lad answered.  The 
man then said, “Go ahead and grab a handful and take it home.”  
 

But the boy did not stick his hand in the jar.  The proprietor waited and 
grew puzzled.  He reassured the lad there would be no charge for the 
candy he took and yet the youth kept his hands in his own pockets.  A 
bit flustered and impatient the owner put the jar down, reached in and 
grabbed a handful, then instructed the boy to cup his hands and poured 
the candies into the lad’s hands.  The father retrieved a clean handker-
chief from his overalls to hold the gift.  Once the cloth was nicely tied 
off the farmer and his son got in the wagon and headed out of the city.  
 

During the quiet ride home Father asked his boy, “Son, why didn’t you 
reach in the jar when the owner had already given you permission to do 
so?”  “Because, Father,” the lad replied, “His hands were bigger.”  The 
farmer smiled wide as it dawned on him the wisdom his son possessed.  
He then told the boy to pick out the largest piece of candy from the 
sack and enjoy it.  The boy instead grabbed two and shared one with 
his father.  They laughed and chatted all the way home. 
 

Father in heaven, how many times have we rushed to grab something 
for ourselves and walked away with much less than if we had asked 
You to provide it, waited upon Your providence and reaped a greater 
reward?  This season, as we busy ourselves with buying gifts, help us 
always remember the greatest gifts in our lives come from above and 
that they are always so much more than we can muster with our own 
little hands.  Thank You.  Amen. 
 

Blessings, 
<>< John 

 

******************************************************* 
 

and having 
a special 
worship 
service… 

 

The focus 
will be on 

THE 
ULTIMATE 

GIFT 
 

 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS 

 

DEACONS’ MEETING - Following morning worship today. 
 

AREA WIDE YOUTH DEVOTIONAL - 7:00pm, tonight, at  
the Wallers’ Ranch.  Nachos and Tacos are on the menu.  Side 
dishes may be brought.  The next devo will be December 25. 
(Menu:  Chestnuts on an open fire and finger foods).  Any 
questions, please see Carl Wallers or call Eric Wallers 874-1002. 
 

SENIOR SAINTS - Has been cancelled for December and 
January. 
 

C.I.A. ACTIVITY - Saturday, December 17.  
Meet at 1:00pm in the Fellowship Hall.  
Christmas cookies will be decorated and then 
taken to a couple of nursing homes.  The     
students will also be singing carols for the 
residents.  Everyone invited to join in! 
 

ELDER TIME - December 18, 4:00pm. 
 

********************************************* 

DECEMBER 27-30 
AT 

YOSEMITE BIBLE CAMP 
HOSTED BY 

WEST VISALIA CHURCH OF CHRIST 
 

Expedition Winter Camp is for 6th grade—High School age 
students.  College age students and other adults may attend 
with approval of camp director.  Additional  information is 
available in the office or check online at: 

wvcoc.org INVITE YOUR FRIENDS AND FAMILY!!! 


