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blessing than getting one (Acts 
20:35).  So, just what are the best 
gifts we can give others?  Well, I am 
convinced the best gifts cannot be 
purchased with a credit card.  They 
are invisible yet tangible.  They are 
given from a loving and appreciative 
heart.  They come from courage and 
faith.  The best gifts are spiritual.  
 

This will be the focus of my sermons 
for the remainder of the year.  Next 
Sunday, we will look at “Giving God 
a Gift of Thanks.”  The remainder of 
the series will unwrap the greatest 
gift we can give to someone who 
deeply needs it—forgiveness. This 
will be an ideal time to invite family 
members and friends to worship 
with us.  The weeks ahead are when 
people are very open to attending 
church. These messages will be 
especially relevant this holiday 
season as we spend time with family.  
They touch a hurt from which too 
many suffer.  These sermons are 
designed to be a kind of gift to your 
loved ones.  I look forward to seeing 
their face when they are unwrapping 
them. 

Blessings, 
<>< John 

++++++++++++++++ 
 

WEBSITE INFORMATION 
 

Check out photos 
from the 

Fall Festival! 

<<<—Visuables Continued 



 

 

VISUABLES - “Unwrapping” 
 

I have to admit it.  I love to try to find out what is in a wrapped present 
before I open it.  Shaking, shifting, listening and testing for weight 
distribution is my scientific approach to guessing what wonder is 
hidden inside.  Due to my adept skills, my family has had to resort to 
some drastic measures to thwart my diagnosis.  One year my wife, 
Becca, sealed the item in a water tight canister, then placed that in a 
container filled with water and then put that in an oversized box and 
finally wrapped it.  I had no idea what it was until I opened it Christmas 
morning.  I’ve gotten used to opening gifts from my family that contain 
rocks, bricks, huge wads of crumpled newspaper in oversized boxes. 
While in grade school, my two sons proudly resorted to a “biblical” 
method of gift giving.  They call it the “Seek and ye shall find” 
method.  After opening the wrapped box I didn’t find my present but 
instead a piece of paper with a clue on it “Go look under ____.”   
Which usually led to another clue and so on.  One year, I had to locate 
ten clues all over the property before finding the “buried treasure.”  
There is something exhilarating in knowing that something is ours, yet 
longing to enjoy it more fully.  I’m sure it’s the kid in me that delights 
in the pleasures of a future event, namely, the unveiling.  
 

The glories that await the Christian defy comprehension.  These glories 
fill us with great anticipation.  We look longingly to that day when we 
will enjoy heaven in all its fullness.  The writers in the Bible had a very 
good sense of “the already, and not yet.”  They truly relished the hope 
produced by the anticipation of Christ’s return and their inheritance in 
heaven.  They also understood that disciples don’t have to wait for the 
final unveiling to enjoy the blessings associated with it.  There are 
benefits that come in the here and now.  Jesus taught that the gift of 
eternal life wasn’t so much a quantity of time as it was a quality of life.  
They understood that the moment someone is forgiven by coming in 
contact with the blood of Christ, they receive eternal life right then and 
there.  Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and 
believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be con-
demned; he has crossed over from death to life.”  (John 5:24) 
 

God is the great gift giver (James 1:17).  Some gifts we must wait for 
later and some we enjoy now.  Jesus said that giving gifts is more of a 

 

SCHEDULED TO SERVE 
 

Open/Close/Organizer this week: 
Matt Rickard, 968-4628 

 

This Morning 
 

Greeters   Bob and 

  Ellen Fletcher 

Song Leader Joe Tapley 

Opening Prayer Bob Fletcher 

Lord’s Supper Hoy Brown  

  Matt McCranie 

  Steve Tucker 

  Lee Dayton 

  Harold Blewitt 

  Steve Prine 

  Kelan Blewitt 
 

Attended Nursery - Katie Cook, 

Sherrill Farnstrom 

Children’s Bible Hour - David Jigour 
 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Open/Close/Organizer next week: 

August Spradling, 595-2256 
 

Next Sunday Morning 
 

Greeters   Steve and 

  Linda Tucker 

Song Leader Stan Gustafson 

Opening Prayer Hoy Brown  

Lord’s Supper John McCranie  

  Sam Flippins  

  Adam Enos 

  Steve Mayfield 

  Kenneth Rickard 

  Carl Fletcher 

  Jared Jeffries 
   

Attended Nursery - Donna Nelson 

Children’s Bible Hour - August and 

Carey Spradling 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 

Month of November 
 

Scripture Reader - TBD 
 

Prepare Communion - Ellen Fletcher 
 

Women’s Group Leader:  Patty Anglin 
 

 

THANKSGIVING BASKETS 
 

We are collecting items for a traditional Thanksgiving meal.  
There is a table in the foyer to drop them off.  If you know of 
any friends or family who may need a little help to enjoy this 
holiday, please get their names to Linda Nelson as soon as 
possible.   

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

PRAYER AND ENCOURAGEMENT NEEDS 
 

Lucille Hampton has been transferred to Turlock Nursing and 
Rehab (Room 59A).  She is recovering from pneumonia. 
 

Marilyn House is having a difficult time grieving the loss of her 
sister. 
 

Megan Jigour’s father has Parkinson’s disease and cancer. 
 

Marilyn Machado is not doing very well. 
 

Austin Segars is now at home.  He will have IV antibiotic treat-
ments and physical therapy for several weeks.  

 

Kathy Findley is waiting for results of a heart stress test and has 
been having problems with very high blood pressure. 
 

Rella Crawford’s granddaughter, Amanda Wortham, did not have 
surgery.  Her doctors have scheduled more tests later this month. 
 

Becca McCranie’s mother, Naomi Baldwin, has been suffering 
with neck pain. 
 

Adam Enos’s grandmother, Pearl Graves, has been diagnosed with 
shingles. 
 

Edie Ferrari’s husband, Roland, has lung tumors that are probably 
cancer.  Edie is still on antibiotics and recovering from an infection 
in her leg. 
 

CONTINUE TO REMEMBER  
Michael Terry, Sue Coates, Janet Blair, Russ Wooten, Katie van 

Zee, Karen Tackett, Ruth Yates and Duane Jenkins. 

Week of November 6, 2016     Weekly Budget         $ 4,999 
   Attendance -      Contribution         $ 6,129 
      Sunday Morning Bible Class     107     YTD Below Budget    - $18,669 
      Sunday Morning Worship        216  New Families - 10 
      Sunday Night Worship/LIFE      59         Responses/Prayer Requests - 5 
      Wednesday Bible Class             66 Baptisms - 5 Continued—>>> 



 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS 
 

L.I.F.E. GROUPS - Will NOT meet tonight.  However, there will 
be a regular worship assembly at the building at 5:00pm.  
L.I.F.E. groups will resume meeting Sunday, November 20. 
 

AREA WIDE YOUTH DEVOTIONAL - 7:00pm tonight at  
the Wallers’ Ranch.  Hot dogs, chili and chips are on the menu.  
Side dishes may be brought.  The next devo will be November 27. 
(Soup and Mac’n’Cheese are on the menu).  Any questions, 
please see Carl Wallers or call Eric Wallers (209) 874-1002. 
 

SENIOR SAINTS - DATE AND LOCATION CHANGE:  The 
monthly meeting has been moved to EMPIRE on Tuesday, 
NOVEMBER 15 at noon.  
 

TEACHERS’ MEETING - Wednesday, November 16, in the 
conference room following Bible class.  All teachers and teacher 
assistants for the upcoming Winter Quarter should plan to attend 
this meeting.  Please see David Jigour, Deacon of Education, for 
more information. 
 

ELDER TIME - November 20 at 4:00pm in Room 16. 
 

C.I.A. ACTIVITY - Save the date...Saturday, November 26.  
More information will be coming from the Student Ministry team.  
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

OFFICE CLOSURE 
The office will be closed  

Thanksgiving Day. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

FALL FESTIVAL T Shirts   
If you borrowed an orange church t-shirt, please return it 
(clean, please!) to Mike Summerlot as soon as possible. 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

HOLIDAY PROGRESSIVE DINNER 
SAVE THE DATE! 

DECEMBER 9 
Plans are being made for our annual 

Progressive Dinner. 
More information to come... 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOING AWAY POTLUCK 
HONORING THE 
WALKER FAMILY 

TODAY 
FOLLOWING 

MORNING WORSHIP 
 

We will be saying a 
special goodbye to 

Daniel, Ruia and their children. 
We extend God’s blessing to them 

and wish them Godspeed 
as they return to their 
family in Kentucky. 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


